Advisory Committee for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program

Draft Meeting Minutes

July 16, 2008
2:00 P.M.

Ann Roberson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  The following Advisory Committee members were present at the meeting: South Carolina Department of Insurance Director Scott Richardson, Ann Roberson, Todd Hiott (via proxy), Scott Hammond for Amanda Loach, Allison Love, Gary Wiggins, Frank Sheppard, Ernie Dorsey, Frank Hodge, Frank Bussey, Gary Mason, Lisa Jones, Carl Simmons and Ralph Bussey.   Staff members Sara Eaton and Charlotte Harrison were also present at the meeting.  South Carolina Department of Insurance Director Scott Richardson and Jeff Kehler of the same office were also present.  Non-committee members present were:  Ken Yates, Rose Varnes, Harry Bachman, Jay Holloway, and Darrell North.
Ms. Roberson welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Ms. Harrison to take roll call.  

Ms. Roberson then introduced Director Scott Richardson who thanked the committee members and staff for doing a wonderful job with the development of the SC Safe Home Grant Program.  He indicated that the SC Safe Home Program had received $2.3 million last year and because of its success, had received about $2.5 million this year.  Director Richardson said that the program is fulfilling its intent by providing education and incentives homeowners who retrofit their homes. The Director concluded his remarks by stating that the Omnibus Coastal Property Insurance Act of 2007 provided language allowing a homeowner to receive a discount on their homeowner’s insurance policy premium if the homeowner has mitigated their property and strengthened it against the damaging winds associated with hurricanes and other wind-related events.

Ms. Roberson then moved to Agenda Item III, Review and Approval of Minutes of the June 18, 2008 Meeting.  The June 18, 2008 Minutes were reviewed and Ms. Roberson asked if anyone had any changes, comments, or suggestions.  There being none, Ms. Roberson called for a motion to accept the meeting minutes as written.  Lisa Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Ernie Dorsey seconded the motion.  After a vote with no objections the June 18, 2008 Meeting Minutes were approved.

Ms. Roberson moved on to Agenda Item IV, the Review and Vote on Recommendations of the Grant Application Review Subcommittee.  The Grant Review Subcommittee met via conference call on July 10, 2008 to review the current submitted applications.  The subcommittee, under the guidance of Lisa Jones, State Flood Program Coordinator, SC DNR, recommended tabling applications #556 and #612 due to incorrect flood zones. Ms. Jones made a motion to approve recommendations of the Grant Review Subcommittee.  Mr. Mason seconded the motion.  After a vote, the grant applications were approved with one objection by Ernie Dorsey.
Carl Simmons voiced his concern regarding the conditions of several of the homes being reviewed and commented that a new roof would not necessarily create a safer home. Following a lengthy discussion, it was determined that in order to help these homes that are in such disrepair a change in legislation would be necessary. Gary Mason said the applications should require some sort minimum standards.  Lisa Jones agreed and offered that the retrofit amount should not exceed a set percentage of the value of the home.  Ms. Roberson added that the intent of the program is to make homes in South Carolina more resistant against the effects of hurricanes.  All grant money awarded should be used for this cause.  Lisa Jones stated that at this time, we do not have the criteria or parameters in place to deny certain homes in severe disrepair. Carl Simmons made a motion to create a committee for the future of the program.  Gary Masson seconded the motion.  Ms. Roberson stated that we should elicit Tim Reinhold to be part of subcommittee.  Ms. Roberson charged Carl Simmons to create subcommittee.  It was determined that Carl Simmons will work with other Advisory Board members to draft some language outlining these issues and will present it to the full Advisory Board for their discussion and review.
Ms. Roberson proceeded to the next Agenda Item, V – Update of the Program and presented the board with the following SC Safe Home update:
Ms. Roberson presented information concerning our new website:

· New staging site at http://staging.safehome.sc.gov  
· Limitation with streaming video due to sc.gov requirements
· Have PSA posted and running
· Banner Ads/sponsors real estate ready
· Online forums/chatrooms for inspectors/contractors may be in the works
· Will to go live about 2 weeks

Carl Simmons suggested that we should add contact information for local building officials to look up wind zone and a link for Lisa’s Quick Guide flood book.
Frank Hodge said that a chatroom online would be helpful and that it would be nice to put names with faces.  He also said that we should add FAQs to the SC Safe Home website

Ms. Roberson reviewed the Roundtable Discussion Meeting:
· The purpose of the meeting was to review notes and answer questions

· Attendance was 100 – 125 people

· Government programs have requirements thus require paperwork including W-9 forms. Pictures of the jobs in progress must also be sent in for payment.  
· The state has received positive feedback from homeowners.  

· Gary Wiggins spoke about wind speed

· William York spoke about inspectors/contractors representing the program and answered questions regarding retrofit measures
Frank Hodge stated that he is not clear if the program is code or “code plus.”  Gary Mason indicated that the only exception to going above code is Secondary Water Barrier.  Apart from that everything else only required to go to code under the SC Safe Home Grant Program.  Ms. Roberson said that the program is receiving a large number of applications and if the program continues to receive this high volume of applications, the grant program could run through the ’08-09 allocation within the next several months.  Word is getting out despite virtually no money spent on advertising.

Mr. Bachman asked is FEMA money available?  Ms. Roberson stated we applied for PDM FEMA grant monies but were rejected because of the language “capped at $300,000” considered to be discriminatory.  She has appealed decision.  Mr. Hammond stated that other funding is only available after the President has declared a disaster. Only then can one apply for HMGP FEMA grant funds.
Mr. Hodge suggested having a sliding scale.  For example, a 25% match for a home worth $500,000 or more.  Ms. Roberson indicated that Director Richardson is not opposed to asking SC Legislature for additional funding as long as other sources are exhausted.  Ernie Dorsey added that we should accept funds with strings as long as not ridiculous strings or inland donations or products, in addition to cash donations.

Ms. Roberson presented a draft Plan of Operation to all committee members and requested that they all review it, make changes, if any, and respond back by August 1, 2008.
There being no further discussion, Mr. Simmons made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Love seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 3:15 pm.   The next Advisory Board Meeting will be on August 20, 2008.
This concludes the meeting minutes for the July 16, 2008 Advisory Committee Meeting for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program.  
