
Advisory Committee for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program

Location: Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of SC, 800 Gracern Rd., Columbia, SC 29210
Meeting Minutes

November 18, 2009

Call to Order:
Ann Roberson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  The following Advisory Committee members were present: Lisa Jones, Ann Roberson, Frank Sheppard, and Allison Dean Love.  Todd Hiott, Carl Simmons, Gary Mason, Scott Schiff, Emily Dziuban, and Berkley White were present via conference call.  Staff members Sara Eaton, Joseph McDonald, Alexis Burns and Charlotte Harrison were also present.
Introduction of New Committee Members/Appointments:
Emily Dziuban joined the Advisory Committee as the representative from the South Carolina Municipal Association.  Ms. Dziuban, Assistant City Administrator works for the City of Isle of Palms.

Berkley White, Co-owner of Classic Home Building and Design, Inc. in Myrtle Beach  also joined the Committee as the representative of the Home Builders Association of South Carolina.  Mr. White is a General Contractor in South Carolina and conducts his business out of Myrtle Beach.

Seth Peterson, Program Manager, Industrial Buildings joined the Committee as the representative of the South Carolina Department of Commerce.  Mr. Peterson works for the SC Department of Commerce located in Columbia.

Scott Schiff joined the Committee as the representative from Clemson University whose field of research focuses on wind engineering.  Mr. Schiff is a professor and research director at Clemson’s ‘Wind & Structural Engineering Research Facility’ (WiSER) facility.

Amanda Loach has provided information that she will be leaving her position at the SC Emergency Management Division and is therefore also relinquishing her position on the SC Safe Home Advisory Committee and any relevant sub-committees.  Scott Hammond, Hazard Mitigation Officer, SC Emergency Management Division will replace her.
Sara Eaton, SC Safe Home staff member, has informed the Director and Committee that she will be leaving her position at the SC Department of Insurance, at the end of this month.
Ms. Roberson welcomed the new members and said farewell to those leaving.
Approval of October 21, 2009 Minutes:
Mr. Simmons made a motion to approve the October 21, 2009 Minutes. Mr. Sheppard seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
A motion was made to change the “50% rule” (i.e., the total retrofit estimate cannot exceed 50% of the total value of the home/structure under review).  However this motion was postponed until the next scheduled meeting so as to provide ample opportunity for obtaining more information from Mr. Hodge, who suggested that the Committee use 50% of the value of the home/structure as the criteria.  Since Mr. Hodge was not present at this meeting it was decided to postpone the motion, awaiting Mr. Hodge’s input.
Action Item: The 50% rule discussion will be added to next meetings’ Agenda as a single item.
Grant Application Review Subcommittee:
Mr. Hiott stated that the Grant Review Subcommittee met via conference call on November 16, 2009.  All applications that had a home value of $20,000 or less were omitted from the synopsis of applications for review and funding/awarding, in order to have the 50% rule discussed.  Three applications were extracted and will be held until the Committee makes a decision regarding the 50% rule.
Mr. Simmons asked why we do not require gable-ends that do not measure four feet in height to be braced.  Bill York, of FLASH/IBHS, the instructor of our contractor/inspector courses, recommended this (c.f., App. # 957).  Mr. Simmons stated it is good practice to have all gable-ends braced and would like to have this practice/suggestion re-evaluated.  He recommended holding application #899 pending further discussion on gable-end bracing.

Mr. Simmons made a motion to approve all applications as submitted except for #899.  Mr. Sheppard seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  35 grant applications were approved for funding.

Update of the Program:
Annual Report-
Staff prepared an Annual Report for the Committee outlining the accomplishments of the program over the preceding twelve months .
Ms. Roberson reviewed the report with the Committee and a discussion of additional materials to be included in the report followed.

Action Item: Staff will e-mail the Committee a draft of the Annual Report for suggestions.   The Committee will provide recommendations to staff prior to the next meeting.
Contractors/Inspectors -
W.M. Simons III

Mr. W.M. Simons III was removed from the program on October 5, 2009 in compliance with rules set forth by the Plan of Operation.  Mr. Simons appealed the decision of the Advisory Committee via a letter received on November 5, 2009.  We have sixty days to respond to the appeal.  

Mr. Simmons made a motion to have staff write a letter in response to the appeal and to forward the letter to the Committee for comments prior to the next meeting.  The letter also requires review by our Legal Division.  Ms. Jones seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  

Dale Gommer of Coastal Homes & Sunrooms
Dale Gommer, a contractor/inspector that is no longer certified to work with the SC Safe Home program, performed an inspection on a Ms .Kathy Frazier’s home in October of 2008.  He accepted $150 from the homeowner.  According to Ms. Frazier, he filled out all of her paperwork, collected all pertinent grant information, to include her 1040s, homeowner’s insurance documents, tax assessment forms, etc., and left with her application. She was under the impression that Mr. Gommer would send everything in to us.  SC Safe Home has never received the application or attachments for Ms. Frazier.  Ms. Frazier and Mr. McDonald have tried to contact Dale Gommer and other Coastal Homes and Sunrooms employees, to no avail.  Ms. Roberson is hoping to remedy the situation by getting Ms. Frazier an inspection, gratis either by a board member or another certified inspector.

Ms. Jones suggested that Ms. Frazier file a police report.

SLED Check Requirement

Ms. Roberson made a suggestion that SC Safe Home require SLED back-ground checks/criminal history reports for all SC Safe Home certified contractors and inspectors.  Mr. Sheppard asked what violations will be grievous enough to remove contractors/inspectors from the program and stated that crimes of moral turpitude should not be permissible.

Ms. Jones made a motion to require SLED reports for all SC Safe Home certified contractors and inspectors, to be due by the next annual meeting.  The SLED reports cannot be more than thirty days old at the time that they are submitted.  Any new contractor or inspector will need to submit a SLED report prior to becoming certified to work with the program.  Ms. Love seconded the motion.  The motion passed with no oppositions.

Mr. Simmons made a motion to develop procedures and criteria specifying what will disqualify someone from the program based on the SLED reports.  Ms. Jones seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  

New Business:
Ms. Jones recommended meeting quarterly via conference call only, suggesting that the drive is far for some members of the Committee.  Conference call abilities have been and will continue to be available for every meeting.
Ms. Love stated that she will give her proxy to Mr. Sheppard for the December meeting.

Adjournment:
There being no further discussion, a motion was made to adjourn, the motion was seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 3:13 pm.   The next Advisory Committee meeting will be held on December 16, 2009.
This concludes the meeting minutes for the November 18, 2009 Advisory Committee Meeting for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program.  


