Advisory Committee for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program

Draft Meeting Minutes

August 20, 2008
2:00 P.M.

Ann Roberson called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.  The following Advisory Committee members were present at the meeting:  Ann Roberson, Amanda Loach, Allison Love, (via proxy), Gary Wiggins, Frank Sheppard, Frank Hodge, Gary Mason,  Carl Simmons, Ed West, and Todd Hiott  Staff members Sara Eaton and Charlotte Harrison were also present at the meeting.   Members of the public and/or involved with the SC Safe Home Program in attendance included:  Ken Yates and Wendell Varnes.

Ms. Roberson welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Ms. Eaton to take roll call. It was determined that a quorum was present.  
Ms. Roberson then moved to Agenda Item III, Review and Approval of Minutes of the July 16, 2008 Meeting.  The July 16, 2008 Minutes were reviewed.  Ms. Roberson called for a motion to accept the meeting minutes as written.  Carl Simmons made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Frank Sheppard seconded the motion. After a vote with no objections the July 16, 2008 Meeting Minutes were approved.

Ms. Roberson moved on to Agenda Item IV, the Review and Vote on Recommendations of the Grant Application Review Subcommittee.  Ms. Roberson indicated that due to scheduling conflicts, the Grant Review Subcommittee was unable to meet for the month of August and, therefore, the applications that would have been reviewed at the August 20 Advisory Board Meeting were held back to be reviewed at the September 24 Advisory Board Meeting.  There were a total of 52 applications to be reviewed and approved.

Frank Hodge voiced his concerns regarding overpricing mobile home dwellers for tie downs.  He indicated that he thought that $2,000 should be the maximum charge for mobile home tie downs and that we needed backup for situations where contractors are overcharging.
Carl Simmons shared that the maximum cost for a new foundation is $2,500.

Todd Hiott said that $4,000 - $5,000 is too high for mobile home tie downs based on his findings.  He suggested that if a mobile home is eight years old or newer, that the contractor should supply pictures documenting why the homeowner needs tie downs.  He indicated that most new homes should not require tie downs.  Mr. Hiott offered to review this issue further and meet with SC Safe Home staff to discuss his findings and recommendations.
Ms. Roberson proceeded to the next Agenda Item, V – Update of the Program and presented the board with the following SC Safe Home update:
◦
The Public Relations Subcommittee met twice since the last Advisory Committee 
meeting on July 16.

◦
A new sponsorship package was created to include:

· Sponsor letter

· Sponsor form with benefits
· News releases
· Maps and other graphics
Frank Hodge said that he had made a presentation in Bluffton, SC to promote SC Safe Home.

Ms. Roberson indicated that we would not post on our website that we are running out of funds but would continue to promote hurricane safety.

Frank Hodge said that he thought Home Depot should be targeted as a source of sponsorship.

Ms. Roberson offered the following regarding the proposed Plan of Operation:

· thanked the Board members for their comments

· Plan of Operation will strengthen the powers of the Board

Carl Simmons stated that the Plan of Operation is a good start but more will need to be added.

Ms. Roberson then moved on to Other Business:
Carl Simmons offered the following comments/observations:

· looking for input and comments from the Board

· the board has not performed all board duties as outlined in law
· we can compile data and recommend future for program

· can refer to “all hazard” mitigation as outlined in law
· some changes may require change in legislation which may or may not happen but at least the board can make recommendations

· regarding the future of the program – the scope can widen; e.g., help areas that do not have means to enforce building codes – even if we there is no funding, we can at a minimum make recommendations

· we can re-examine issues such as tie downs

· have no criteria as to if contractors are “doing a good job”

· should be able to refine criteria such as percentages or maximum for specific retrofits

· establish a rating listing 

· can spend money better by establishing new criteria which would eliminate questions such as “why did you do that?”

· Rating System

· insurance companies already do this

· have not established one yet

· establish groups or a new subcommittee to create system

Frank Sheppard asked if a report was made to the legislature.  Yes, a report was written and submitted to the legislature in March 2008.
Frank Sheppard stated that we get funded as a percentage of the premium of wind pool (coastal) tax, thus expanding the program outside the current scope may be difficult.  We may run into roadblocks in the future if funding outside the coastal areas or mitigating all hazards.
Carl Simmons said that we have an impressive group of members and if we can combine resources we can give advice and make recommendations.

There was no New Business.

There being no further discussion, Mr. Sheppard made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Simmons seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 2:48 p.m.  The next Advisory Board Meeting will be on September 24, 2008.

This concludes the meeting minutes for the August 20, 2008 Advisory Committee Meeting for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program.
