Advisory Committee for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program
Meeting Minutes

December 11, 2008

Ann Roberson called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m.  The following Advisory Committee members were present at the meeting:  Carl Simmons, Amanda Loach, Allison Dean Love, Lisa Jones, Frank Sheppard, Gary Wiggins, Todd Hiott, Frank Dirks and Ann Roberson.  John Reich, William Starnes and Gary Mason joined the meeting via conference call.  Staff members Joseph McDonald and Charlotte Harrison were also present at the meeting.  Non-committee members present were:  Benn Ciardi, Wendell Varnes, George Schissel, Ken Yates and an unidentified woman accompanying Mr. Yates.

Ms. Roberson welcomed everybody to the meeting and asked Ms. Harrison to take roll call.  A quorum was present at the meeting for voting purposes.
Ms. Roberson moved to Item IV on the Agenda - Update of the Program – Inspector and Contractor Training, and Press and Outreach Efforts – Ms. Roberson offered that she had attended the Hurricane Science Safety Leadership Forum in Orlando, Florida.  She said that many states and organizations have expressed an interest in our program.  She stated she is currently providing information about our program to them.
Allison Dean Love informed the committee members that IBHS is building a $25-30 million facility in Chester County, South Carolina.  The facility will be for catastrophe testing to homes to include roofs, wind, etc.  This facility will be funded by insurance companies and work is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2010.

Ms. Love asked Ms. Roberson if SC Safe Home had any data that she could have regarding the January, 2010 insurance premium credits for home mitigation as mandated by the SC Legislature.   Ms. Roberson said that we did not at this time; however, she was looking into establishing a database to provide this information.  Ms. Roberson offered that at this time SC Safe Home did not have the necessary funds to establish this comprehensive database.  Ms. Roberson also said that as soon as the SC Department of Insurance’s Rates and Forms Department collects filings from the insurance companies at the end of December, 2008, the SCDOI will supply information re. a unified “form” for insurance companies to use when offering premium credits to their customers following a review of the plans submitted. 

Carl Simmons introduced a letter and form he had received from Allstate Insurance Company and said that the form and letter were not clear.  Mr. Simmons said that State Farm Insurance Company sends discounts out if a home was built during or after 1996.
Ms. Love said that folks that are interested in environmental movements are also looking to become involved with the mitigation movement. 
Ms. Roberson informed the committee members that SC Safe Home staff is planning to go into schools to teach mitigation and will also continue church meetings and other methods of consumer outreach and education.
Ms. Roberson then reviewed the Minutes of the September 24, 2008 Advisory Committee meeting and asked if anyone had any changes, comments, or suggestions to the minutes.  Ms. Love noted an error in the date in the last paragraph of the Minutes.  Ms. Harrison noted the change.  Ms. Roberson then asked for a motion to accept the meeting minutes.  Mr. Simmons made a motion to approve the September 24, 2008 minutes with the caveat of editing the last two paragraphs on page 3 – regarding discussion of work value at 50% and manufactured housing issues.  Lisa Jones seconded the motion.  After a vote with no objections the September 24, 2008 Meeting Minutes were approved.
Ms. Roberson then moved on to Item III on the Agenda – Review and Vote on Recommendations of the Grant Application Review Subcommittee.  Lisa Jones suggested that since some of the applicant’s contractor estimates had expired that the committee approve all outstanding applications with the caveat that new contractor estimates should not come back with more than a 10% increase in price.  Ms. Jones made a motion to adopt the October 14, 2008 Meeting Minutes and Frank Sheppard seconded the motion.  After a vote with no objections the October 14, 2008 Meeting Minutes were also approved.

Amanda Loach suggested that SC Safe Home get involved with the local hazard mitigation planning teams in high risk communities.  Ms. Loach said that SC Safe Home should become a stakeholder in the process of incorporating local government into mitigation plans.

Ms. Roberson informed the committee of the tentative date for SC Safe Home’s upcoming mitigation and awareness expo on May 30th.  The expo will be held at the Embassy Suites in North Charleston.  

Carl Simmons said that he would like to tie in his Hurricane Awareness week in with the SC Safe Home Expo since they both would be occurring at the same time.

Ms. Loach offered that May 31 – June 6 is Hurricane Awareness Week, unofficially until the Governor makes a proclamation.
Ms. Roberson then announced that the meeting would be move into Executive Session for a discussion.  She asked the non-committee members attending if they wished to discuss anything with the Advisory Committee at that point.  
Benn Ciardi, a contractor of Atlantic Roofing & Exteriors, expressed concern that there are some certified contractors not performing work that meets Code and/or the Blueprint for Safety Code.  Mr. Ciardi asked for clarification as to which code trumps which; i.e. the local Building Code (if any) or the Blueprint for Safety Contractors Manual.  Mr. Ciardi indicated that the contractors were taught and tested on the Blueprint for Safety Building Contractors Manual and he thought that it should prevail.  He said that some contractors were underbidding jobs because they were not completing the jobs to the BluePrint for Safety standards and were using inferior products and materials.  The Advisory Board asked Mr. Ciardi to submit specific examples of these occurrences.  He declined to do so.
A motion was made and seconded to commence the Executive Session.  The Executive Session discussion began at 3:45 p.m.  

Carl Simmons made a motion to close the Executive Session.  Allison Dean Love seconded the motion.  No decisions were made or carried while in executive session. After a vote with no objections, the Advisory Board meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.  
The next Advisory Board Meeting will be held on January 21, 2009.

This concludes the Meeting Minutes for the December 11, 2008 Advisory Committee Meeting for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program.                  
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