Advisory Committee for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program

Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of SC

800 Gracern Rd.

Columbia, SC 29210
Draft Meeting Minutes

2:00 P.M., January 21, 2009
Meeting Called to Order
Ann Roberson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  The following Advisory Committee members were present at the meeting: Ann Roberson, Carl Simmons, Ralph Bussey, Amanda Loach, Frank Sheppard, and Gary Wiggins. Frank Hodge, Ernie Dorsey, Todd Hiott, Lisa Jones, Drew Streett, Gary Mason were present via conference call.  The following members were present via proxy: John Reich, Allison Dean Love, and William Starnes.  Staff members Sara Eaton and Charlotte Harrison were also present at the meeting.  Non-committee member Wendell Varnes was also present.
Approval of December 11, 2008 Minutes
Ms. Loach noted one correction on page two of the minutes.  

Mr. Simmons made a motion to approve the December 11, 2008 Minutes as amended.  Mr. Sheppard seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
Program Implementation – Bulletin
Ms. Eaton summarized the January 2009 Bulletin.  The bulleting was distributed to all SC Safe Home certified contractors and wind inspectors.  

· The bulletin addresses some procedural updates:


· All changes in scope must be approved by SC Safe Home staff in order to receive grant funds.  This includes any changes including pricing, materials used, etc. from original estimate

· Pull permits regardless of local requirements.
· Take clear and descriptive photographs demonstrating work before, during, and after.  
· Fraudulent activity will lead to revocation of all SC Safe Home privileges.

· The bulletin was emailed as well as snail mailed to all certified inspectors and contractors.

· The bulletin is posted on the SC Safe Home website

Update of the Program

Ms. Roberson updated the board with the following:

Training

· Training for certification for wind inspectors and contractors will be next week on January 27-28 in Columbia.  About 30 people have signed up for training.

· We will also be holding a webinar as an opportunity for current contractors and wind inspectors to ask questions to Mr. Bill York, the course instructor.  The webinar will be free of charge to all participants.

Hurricane Expo

· Mr. Simmons has been helping staff to plan a Hurricane Expo.

· The Expo will be in North Charleston at the Embassy Suites, date yet to be determined.

· Please forward any potential exhibitors to staff or Mr. Simmons.

· The Expo will be an opportunity to expand outreach and education

First Sponsor: Charleston County

· SC Safe Home received its first sponsor, Charleston County.  

· Ms. Roberson extended her gratitude to Mr. Simmons for the first sponsorship.

Video Outreach

· Staff has created a seven minute video summarizing SC Safe Home along with the Omnibus Coastal Reform Insurance Act.

· The video was sent along with a letter from Director Richardson to Chairman Thompson of Mississippi as well as to many other people and organizations.  

· The video is posted on the SC Safe Home website.

· SC Safe Home is getting much attention from other states right now.

· The video will also be used for sponsorship recruitment.

Ms. Roberson added that she has solicited funds through the AARP Foundation.  She is yet to hear back from the foundation, but AARP will post SC Safe Home information on their website.  Ms. Loach stated she would inquire about obtaining funds through “Economic Development (CDBG??).”

Ms. Loach inquired about random inspections of grant recipient homes.  Ms. Jones, Mr. Simmons, Ms. Loach, Mr. Bussey, and Mr. Hiott stated they would be willing to help with random inspections.
Mr. Hiott recommended calling pending manufactured home applicants to explain why their applications were not yet approved.  Ms. Roberson said this could be done.

New Business
There was no new business for discussion.

Program Implementation – Executive Session

Mr. Bussey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dorsey and unanimously carried, that the Committee move into executive session at 2:31.
Mr. Hodge made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sheppard and unanimously carried, that the Committee move out of executive session at 2:40.  No motions or decisions were passed while in executive session.

Adjournment
There being no further discussion, Mr. Simmons made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Love seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm.   The next Advisory Board Meeting will be on February 18, 2009.
This concludes the meeting minutes for the January 21, 2008 Advisory Committee Meeting for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program.  
