Advisory Committee for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program

Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of SC

800 Gracern Rd.

Columbia, SC 29210
Draft Meeting Minutes

2:00 P.M. May 20, 2009
Meeting Called to Order
Ann Roberson called the meeting to order at 1:59 p.m.  The following Advisory Committee members were present at the meeting: Ann Roberson, Carl Simmons, Gary Mason, Gary Wiggins, Todd Hiott, Allison Dean Love, John Reich, and Lisa Jones. Frank Hodge, Ralph Bussey, and Drew Streett were present via conference call.  The following members were present via proxy: Frank Sheppard (proxy to Ann Roberson) and Amanda Loach (proxy to Scott Hammond).  Staff members Sara Eaton, Joseph McDonald and Charlotte Harrison were also present at the meeting.  
Approval of January 29, 2009 Minutes
Mr. Bussey mentioned that his name was misspelled in the minutes.  Ms. Eaton made a note of the change.  Ms. Love made a motion to approve the March 24, 2009 Minutes.  Mr. Hiott seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
Grant Application Review Subcommittee
Eric Demoura is no longer a board member.  The SC Safe Home Advisory Board needs a replacement for him.  Mr. Demoura also sat on Grant Review Subcommittee so that seat needs to be filled as well.  If any board member can volunteer to be on this subcommittee please contact Ann Roberson.
Almost forty awarded grant applications either expired or were turned down.  SC Safe Home can award these grants prior to the next fiscal year.  The Grant Review Subcommittee will meet via conference call prior to next full Advisory Board meeting to discuss and review applications.

Review and Vote on Plan of Operation

Ann Roberson asked the members of the Advisory Board if they had any questions regarding the changes of the Plan of Operation.  

Mr. Mason suggested making it a requirement to always ask for a copy of a bond, regardless of local requirements.  SC Safe Home can make requirements higher or more stringent than local law.

Mr. Simmons made a motion to approve the amended Plan of Operation.  Ms. Love seconded the motion which was approved with no oppositions. 

Update of the Program

Ms. Roberson updated the board with the following:

Annual Recertification of contractors and inspectors
· Ms. Roberson recommended having an annual recertification process for all certified contractors and inspectors.  Currently there is no expiration for these parties. 

· The recertification would include having contractors submit validated renewed licenses.   Perhaps the contractors and inspectors would need to attend a for hour class once a year?   Mr. Reich suggested having an online course with monitoring capabilities. 

· Contractors and inspectors would also have to review and sign a Participation Agreement.  Mr. Simmons recommended not having a contract because of implied liability.   He suggested having an Acknowledgement Form.
Inactive Board Members
· There are a handful of board members that are inactive.  We need to replace these inactive members.  The statute calls for fairly specific titles for board members.
· Ms. Jones suggested a graduate student from Clemson University or University of South Carolina as future board members.  Tim Mays was also suggested as a possible board member.

Newsletter

· Staff has created a newsletter to be sent to all past and current grant award recipients.  

· The newsletter will be a means to communicate information and helpful mitigation tips among other things to the public.
· Future newsletter features may include homeowner testimonials, contractor or homeowner or the month, and insurance tips.

Other-Expo

Expo planning has been moving forward.  The Expo has been changed to 2.5 days from August 9-11, 2009.  Tuesday, August 11 will be a half day of training.
Staff has been preparing marketing packets to distribute to potential exhibitors.  If you know of any potential exhibitors please forward to Sara Eaton.

Staff is working on verifying different industry tracks will receive CE credit.  

The South Carolina Department of Insurance will be having a public hearing at the Citadel this month.
New Business
The new energy code 3550 House Bill will affect SC Safe Home.  When the law passes the board will have to reevaluate if/how Bill 3550 will affect the grant program.
Adjournment
There being no further discussion, Mr. Mason made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Jones seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm.   The next Advisory Board Meeting will be on June 17, 2009.
This concludes the meeting minutes for the May 20, 2009 Advisory Committee Meeting for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program.  
