Advisory Committee for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive
Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program

Location:  Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of SC 800 Gracern Rd., Columbia, SC  29210
Meeting Minutes

March 17, 2010

Call to Order:

Ann Roberson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  The following committee members were in attendance:  John Reich, Gary Mason, Carl Simmons, Gary Wiggins, Todd Hiott, Scott Hammond, Allison Dean Love, Lisa Jones, Drew Street, Dave Starnes, Emily Dziuban and Ann Roberson.

Approval of February 17, 2010 Minutes
The Advisory Committee reviewed the minutes from the February 17, 2010 meeting, made corrections and adopted the minutes with changes.

Review of Application 1191
Ms. Roberson asked the Committee to review Application 1191 and stated the following:  This application is from an individual in the Charleston area.  She would like to have her roof retrofitted using SC Safe Home grant funds.  She lives in a duplex and owns her half of the structure.  The homeowner has asked the owner of the other half of the duplex to participate in the re-roofing project.  The owner of the adjacent property does not qualify for grant funds and does not reside in the structure.  This property owner has agreed in writing to participate in the re-roofing project utilizing SC Safe Home Guidelines.  This property owner will pay for her portion of the structure and will not request or utilize grand funds.  They have asked that I present this application and request to you for your review and recommendation.

Following Ms. Roberson’s statement above, a discussion took place.  Mr. Simmons said that if the entire roof is completed then there wouldn’t be a problem with the dry seam right down the middle of it and having to try and overlap it.

Ms. Jones reminded everyone that the Plan of Operation says funds will be used for single-family, site-built, manufactured or modular homes, owner- occupied residences.  Ms. Jones asked if this application even meets our guidelines.
Ms. Roberson replied that she had written the homeowner and her representative explaining that we did not have language specifically addressing duplexes at this time.  She went on to say that this is something we need to spell out going forward and asked for guidance from the committee.

Mr. Hiott asked if the cost increased for the entire structure as opposed to the original estimate for only half of the structure.

Ms. Roberson responded that it did not and added that the amount has always exceeded the $5,000 award limit, therefore requiring the homeowner to pay the difference.  Ms. Roberson again asked the committee to consider revising the Plan of Operation to include language regarding this issue as well as guidance regarding this request.
A motion was made to table the discussion on Application 1191 until the next meeting.  The motion was seconded and the motion carried.

Lisa Jones said she will review the Plan of Operation and the statute.
Carl Simmons offered to review the structure.

Review of Grant Synopsis

The next item under review was the Grant Review Synopsis.  Ms. Roberson said that Grant numbers 1258 – 1344 have been pulled from the synopsis.  Grant number 1209 was questioned by Mr. Wiggins because of the date of construction, 2006.  Therefore based upon the discussion concerning applications 1209, and applications 1258 and 1344 were held in  abeyance pending further information from Mr. Wiggins re. the code in force at the time of construction of these structures.  Mr. Wiggins said that he will get the dates regarding the implementation of the code.  Ms. Roberson said that we’ll need to have a discussion next month regarding the date of construction.

A motion was made and seconded and the vote carried approving the Grant Synopsis with the above exceptions in place.

Discussion of CE Day  
The Committee moved to the next agenda item, CE Day.  Ms. Roberson outlined the event and thanked the Coastal Realtors Association and Drew Streett’s assistance in making it possible.  Information was distributed to more than 3,000 realtors in the Grand Strand area.  Additionally, information was distributed to insurance producers in the area.  The information was also posted on the website.  Ms. Roberson also thanked Independent Agents and Brokers of SC for handling the registrations.
Announcement of Public Forum

Ms. Roberson announced the Department will hold the Annual Coastal Public Forum from 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. on April 29th at the Horry Georgetown Technical College.
Ms. Roberson noted that the dates and times have been posted in coastal newspapers and also listed on the Department of Insurance website.

Lisa Jones asked if she could put a booth up regarding flood insurance.  Ms. Roberson said that she is welcome to put a booth up.  

Discussion of 50% Rule
A motion was made to table discussion of the 50% Rule until the next meeting.  The motion passed and it will be on the Agenda for the next meeting.
New Business

- Newsletter – Ms. Roberson asked the Advisory Committee’s help for the newsletter.  Information will be due at the next meeting on April 21st.  Ms. Love and Ms. Jones offered to help.  Ms. Roberson asked for help from the Emergency Management Department regarding hurricane awareness and added that we would like to see the newsletter become a regular feature and part of the SC Safe Home Program.


Scott Hammond announced that he will be taking on the role of Exercise Planner for EMD and that Gray Warr will be replacing him.


Ms. Love and Ms. Jones asked for a 
Treasurers Report to be available at the next meeting.  

Allison Dean Love announced that she  is now External Relations Consultant and represents IBHS and Gary Mason announced that he is now a Construction Consultant.

Mr. Mason spoke to committee members about the new federal lead abatement laws.  He said he would give a complete report to the committee on this and said he would get a flyer to the members.  April 22 is the deadline per the information he provided.  He said he was not sure how hard or fast the Federal Inspectors are going to enforce this.  Gary Wiggins indicated that this would be overseen at the Federal level.
Joseph McDonald attended the Hazard Mitigation Conference in Myrtle Beach and offered the following highlights from the conference:

- SC has good historic data regarding storm surges


- 2012 deadline of flood risk maps – SC is on tract


- 2011 most will be on track


- A good amount of interest of the Omnibus Act and the status of SC Safe Home

Allison Dean Love announced that the IBHS Disaster Research Center is well underway and is moving forward.  It will be open in October, 2010.

Ms. Roberson announced that the next meeting is April 21 at 2:00 p.m. at the Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of SC and the meeting adjourned.
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