Advisory Committee for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program

Location: Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of SC, 800 Gracern Rd., Columbia, SC 29210
Meeting Minutes

February 17, 2010

Call to Order:  Ann Roberson called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m.  
Roll Call:  Quorum Present
The following Advisory Committee members were present or provided input telephonically: Scott Hammond, Lisa Jones, Frank Sheppard, Ann Roberson, Gary Mason, and Gary Wiggins, Carl Simmons, Todd Hiott, John Reich, Allison Dean Love, Frank Hodge, Emily Dzuiban, William Starnes, Drew Streett, and Bruce White.  Staff members Joseph McDonald and Charlotte Harrison were also in attendance.
Introduction of New Committee Members:

The Advisory Committee welcomed Bruce White of State Farm Insurance Company as our newest committee member.  Allison Dean Love, the newly appointed External Relations Consultant for the Institute for Business and Home Safety and Gary Mason, Coastal Construction Consultant had their appointments officially renewed and we are delighted for their return.
Approval of January 20, 2010 Minutes:
Mr. Simmons made a correction to his statement, stating that “…brick veneer is a separate structural element and does not provide adequate lateral structural support.”
Ms. Love made a correction that it was Mr. Mason who held her Proxy at the last committee meeting. 

The January 20, 2010 Minutes were approved with the above referenced amendments.

Review of Applications
Ms. Roberson asked the Committee to review the synopsis. She reported that the Grant Review Subcommittee met via conference call and that the recommendation of the sub-committee was to move forward with those applications as outlined in the synopsis.  Ms. Roberson then made clear that application #1168 & #1169 are separate households although they are related to one another, both applied and are eligible.

Mr. Wiggins asked about application #1209, which was built in 2006 and that the building code which went into affect July 1, 2005 required shutters or impact glass and that we do not need to utilize funds to bring homes into code compliance when these measures should have already been accomplished.

Mr. Wiggins questioned application #1209.  The home was constructed in 2006.  Mr. Wiggins informed the committee that the code in effect on July 1, 2005 required shutters or impact glass and, therefore, questioned why we would provide funding for this grant request.

Mr. Hodge replied that we need to protect the homeowner and if these slipped through, let’s fix it.

Mr. Mason speculated that it was probably only cut plywood with numbers corresponding to the opening they were to protect and that this does not meet our standard so even if the home was code compliant and still is with numbered plywood shutters we should not deny the application.
Further discussion was had regarding code compliance, etc…

Lisa Jones made a motion to table this discussion and to approve the recommended list of applications excluding application #1209.  The motion was seconded and the motion carried.

SLED Background Checks
A brief discussion took place ensued and Mr. Simmons made a motion to include the SLED Background checks to the SC Safe Home Plan of Operation…Ms. Love seconded the motion and the motion carried.
50% Rule
Staff presented draft language as requested by the Advisory Committee to insert the “50% Rule” into the SC Safe Home Plan of Operation.  Mr. Streett suggested we add “or if.”

Mr. Mason suggested that if the structural deficiency is corrected then the homeowner should be able to reapply.
Mr. Simmons asked to add, “Structural deficiency and/or unsafe conditions in 50% of the building/structure.”

Ms. Roberson requested that the definition of ‘unsafe’ from the present building code be provided to the committee.
Mr. Hodge discussed building code enforcement.
Ms. Jones made a motion to table the issue until new information is provided.

No determination regarding the “50% Rule” has been made.  Further discussion is required and will ensue at a later date based upon the suggestion of the Advisory Committee 

Update of the Program

Mr. McDonald provided a brief summary of the February 3, 2010 random re-inspections.

Ms. Jones suggested adding that all work was done in compliance with SC Safe Home standards.

Ms. Roberson informed the committee that SC Safe Home has, with today’s awards retrofitted over one-thousand residences in South Carolina.  She also stated that a press release would be issued regarding this milestone.
Old/New Business

Ms. Love inquired as to whether SC Safe Home information and data was included in the Annual Coastal Report that was submitted to the Governor and General Assembly to the Legislature.
Ms. Roberson replied that it was included in this report and that the entire report is available on the SC DOI website.

Ms. Roberson informed the committee of the upcoming CE day on March 23rd in Myrtle Beach and of the April 29th Annual Coastal Public Hearing/Forum to be held at Horry-Georgetown Technical College.
Adjournment

There being no further discussion, a motion was made to adjourn, the motion was seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 2:43 p.m.  The next Advisory Committee meeting will be held on March 17, 2010.

This concludes the meeting minutes for the February 17, 2010 Advisory Committee Meeting for the South Carolina Building Codes Council, Loss Mitigation Grant Program and the South Carolina Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Grant Program.
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